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Grant Guidelines
The Foundation's charitable grantmaking includes both capital and programming grants to eligible nonprofit organizations whose work creates a meaningful and lasting impact for the residents and communities of Holmes County.
In order to make the best use of available funds, the Foundation looks for one or more of the following when reviewing proposal requests:  
· The project is a well-planned approach to solving a problem and delivering services.
· The use of funds will be efficient and effective.
· Foundation support is vital or catalytic to the success of the project.
· The proposed project is expected to continue after the grant ends.
· Expenses will be reduced by partnering with other agencies or groups.
· The applicant demonstrates sound financial management and maintains a realistic, balanced budget that supports the proposed project and the organization's ongoing operations.
Normally, the Foundation does not approve grants to support:
· General operating expenses of well-established organizations (i.e. those in existence 5+ years);
· Deficit financing;
· Endowment funds;
· Annual appeals or membership contributions;
· Conferences, travel, or recognition events;
Grants are limited to activities and organizations benefiting Holmes County, Ohio. Grants may not be used to carry on propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation, participate in or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office or to conduct, directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive (within the meaning of Section 4945(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.
The Foundation makes grants only to organizations that are recognized by the Internal Revenue Code as nonprofit, tax-exempt, charitable organizations (501(c)3) organizations); or to qualified governmental agencies.  The Foundation does not make grants to individuals except through scholarship funds, which are paid to the student’s education institution.  
Trustees will consider past grant awards and first preference shall be given to organizations that have not received community grants in the previous year. 
For requests of $25,000 or more, the Foundation prefers that organizations have attempted to secure funding from multiple sources (applied for other grants solicited private donations, held fundraisers, etc.), not just Holmes County Foundation. 
Organizations receiving grants are required to submit a final report to the Foundation within one year of receipt of the grant. 
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